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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
COLOMBIA, JUAN MANUEL SANTOS, AT THE INVESTITURE 
CEREMONY FOR THE EXCHANGE OF HONOURS BETWEEN 
THE SACRED MILITARY CONSTANTINIAN ORDER OF SAINT 
GEORGE AND THE PRESIDENT AND GOVERNMENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA  
 

London, June 7, 2013 

 

I am deeply honoured upon receiving the Sacred Military 

Constantinian Order of Saint George. 

 

I gratefully receive this decoration, granted to me by one of the 

world’s most ancient and recognised orders, not in a personal 

capacity, but on behalf of 47 million Colombians who are building, 

day by day, a fairer and more prosperous country. 

 

I also speak on behalf of my wife, María Clemencia, our country’s 

Ministers of Finance and Defence, and our Ambassador in 

London, who have also been decorated. 
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For us, it is an honour and a privilege to have delivered today the 

Order of San Carlos to His Royal Highness Prince Charles of 

Bourbon Two Sicilies, Duke de Castro; to Her Royal Highness 

Princess Camilla of Bourbon Two Sicilies, Duchess of Castro; to 

His Eminence Renato Raffaele, Cardinal Martino; to His 

Excellency Ambassador Giuseppe Balboni Acqua, to His 

Excellency Mr. Anthony Bailey and to Mr William Jeffcock. 

 

This Order –of which I am Grand Master– is granted to those who 

merit the gratitude or the honours of the Colombian nation. 

 

Colombia recognises The Sacred Military Constantinian Order of 

Saint George as an honourable institution which treasures the 

nobility and knowledge of centuries of history, which properly 

promotes humanitarian, charity and spiritual activities. 

 

Its work in promoting the understanding between the world’s 

religions is, without a doubt, preciously valuable for the world 

today. 

 

Less than one month ago I visited Rome, where His Holiness 

Pope Francis canonised the first Colombian saint, Saint Mother 

Laura Montoya. 
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In his homily, Pope Francis stated the following: 

 

“This first saint born in the beautiful Colombian soil (…) teaches 

us to embrace everyone without prejudice, without discrimination, 

without reluctance, with authentic love, giving them the best of 

ourselves (…)”. 

 

That is the spirit of the Constantinian Order as well as the spirit of 

what we are doing in our country. 

 

In Colombia we are working, every day and without respite, to 

reduce poverty and inequality, closing those unbearable gaps 

between the wealthy and the poor which cause society so much 

harm.  

 

We have made considerable progress. One million seven hundred 

thousand Colombians have overcome poverty over the last two 

years, and, most importantly, we broke that perverse trend in 

which the economy’s growth benefitted the wealthiest more than it 

did the poorest. Now, Colombians with the lowest incomes are the 

ones who are seeing their income improve in a higher proportion. 
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And we are courageously pursuing peace for our country. After 

half a century of internal conflict we have sat down to talk with the 

guerrillas in an environment of respect, seriousness and 

prudence, and little by little we are building agreements to enable 

us to finally bring that conflict to an end. 

 

The international community, the world’s major leaders, are 

supporting this process; and we know that we can also rely on the 

support and the prayers of the Constantinian Order, something we 

appreciate from the bottom of our hearts. 

 

Thank you very much, Your Royal Highness, for this high 

distinction which I will always carry with pride.  

 

It will be a precious memory of Colombia’s friendship and ties with 

a historic order whose values and purposes we share. 

 

Thank you very much. 

 


